
The Chicago Bible Society Affirms that Black Lives Matter 

The Chicago Bible Society affirms that Black Lives Matter, and that Racism is a sin that requires 

personal and corporate repentance.   

27 So God created humankind in his image, 

in the image of God he created them;  

male and female he created them.  Genesis 1:27 (NRSV) 

 36 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 He said to 

him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 

your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first 

commandment. 39 And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.’”  Matthew 22:36-39 (NRSV) 

  

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, 

19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  Luke 4:18-19 (NRSV) 

 

The Bible proclaims that all humans are created in God’s Image.  Thus, every human being 

inherently has infinite worth.  Jesus teaches us that not only are we to love the Lord our God 

with all of our heart, soul, and mind, but also we are to love our neighbors as ourselves.   

 

Therefore, Chicago Bible Society affirms that Black Lives Matter because the Bible affirms that 

Black Lives Matter.  We lament that we live in a society where there is evidence that Black lives 

matter less than White lives. The Chicago Bible Society has not intentionally encouraged or 

supported racism in society or in our organization. However, we have sinned in that we sadly 

have not previously stressed our opposition, sorrow and regret for the systemic racism that has 

unfortunately permeated our society. 

 

Jesus directs that we should give special attention to those who have been put at risk, whatever 

the cause.  In the United States of America, people of African ancestry have been treated as 

subhuman, first through the institution of slavery based on race (which is unique in history), 

and later through racial apartheid that manifests itself not only in visible segregation policies, 

but also institutionally in local, state, and national policies that limit myriad opportunities 

including education, employment, access to capital, healthcare, and homeownership.  

 

The Bible warns that sin is not just a matter of personal morality, but that it also infects cultures, 

systems, and structures.  St. Paul says in Ephesians 6:12, our fight is not against merely human 

opponents but against “powers and principalities”.   We must acknowledge that there is sin 

which exists within the power structures of our society and that sin promotes and perpetuates 

oppression apart from the isolated actions of individuals. Therefore, just as we are called to 



acknowledge and atone for personal sins, we also are called to corporately acknowledge and to 

atone for systemic sins. 

 

The Chicago Bible Society affirms that Black Lives Matter, and that Racism is a sin that requires 

personal and corporate repentance.   

 

 

 


